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Second, I think that you have to be careful what you wish for,
it may come true, and if we want to replace our own clinical data
in the public domain, then that means (I realize in New York State
that individual data are actually being published on individuals) we
need to be prepared that our clinical data are out there and can be
accessed and analyzed by anybody. Although the STS does a
wonderful job of it right now, I am not so sure that everybody else
would with those data.
The advantage of clinical data is that they are relevant and
timely. The problem is that the data are expensive to collect. The
advantage of administrative data is that they are already out there,
they are out there in large volumes, and they are inexpensive
because they are readily available, but the data are dated by the
time they are made available. That is why we picked the study year
of 2001, because that is the last year that data were available from
all of those sources on our patients.
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